
1985 VICTORIAN VETERANS' ATHLETIC CLUB 24 HOUR TRACK RACE, BOX HILL, 2-3 FEBRUARY

In the second annual Victorian Veteran's Athletics Club 24 Hour Track race at Box Hill, held in early February 1985, a
full field of 38 runners lined up, a huge increase on the 9 starters the year before. Geoff Molloy won again, breaking his
1984  Australian  record  with  232.400  km.  Cliff  Young  was  second  with  216.095km,  also  bettering  Geoff's  1984
Australian record.

Margaret Smith was the first of women to finish, coming 5th with a new Australian women's record of 177.600km. But
there was more to the story than that. A deeply religious member of the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Margaret's
beliefs prevented her from participating in the first two hours of the race.  Her 177.600km for fourth place overall was a
national record with many believing her self imposed “handicap” along with searing heat of nightmarish proportions put
paid to Australia’s first 200km plus performance.  

The Saturday 6PM start time meant that the first half of the race was run in good conditions but the downside was that
the second half of the race had to be run during the Sunday daytime period and the forecast was for horrid conditions.
And for once the forecast was correct, the clear day ensuring that the scheduled temperature of 35C was reached. In
fact, being inland, the temperature was even hotter, being registered at 38C. 

Boy, did they breed them tough in those days!

24 Hour Run 
1. Molloy, Geoff M VIC  1942 M40 232.400 km 
2. Young, Cliff M VIC  1922 M60 216.095 km 
3. McKellar, Jack M  1940 M40 193.461 km 
4. Riley, Gerry M NSW  1930 M50 187.550 km 
5. Smith, Margaret F VIC  1936 W45 177.600 km 
6. Pfister, Peter M  1939 M45 176.725 km 
7. Rafferty, Tony M VIC  1939 M45 175.198 km 
8. Miskin, Stan M VIC  1925 M55 172.020 km 
9. Hook, Geoffrey M VIC  1944 M40 169.600 km 
10. Hart, Gerry M  1938 M45 166.870 km 
11. Bell, John M  1944 M40 163.082 km 
12. Stephenson, Chris M NSW  1956 M23 162.615 km 
13. Schnibbe, Klaus M  1943 M40 161.600 km 
14. Biviano, Frank M  1944 M40 161.600 km 
15. Harrison, Bill M  1942 M40 161.091 km 
16. Grinsberg, Bill M  1949 M35 161.010 km 
17. Richter, Trevor M   #NA 153.900 km 
18. Cook, Bruce M  1938 M45 146.880 km 
19. Vernon, Peter M  1954 M23 146.400 km 
20. Marden, Bob M  1952 M23 141.415 km 
21. Young, Mary F  1960 W23 132.895 km 
22. Swift, Keith M  1941 M40 131.200 km 
23. Ryan, Peter M  1947 M35 131.563 km 
24. Ross, Howard M  1945 M35 126.684 km 
25. Vucak, Mate M  1940 M40 125.981 km 
26. Champness, John M  1941 M40 122.260 km 
27. Gobel, Joe M  1937 M45 120.000 km 
28. Schickert, Bob M  1941 M40 114.820 km 
29. Light, Graham M  1948 M35 114.410 km 
30. Vaughan, Caroline F  1950 W23   92.800 km 
31. Down, Jeffrey M  1958 M23   80.800 km 
32. Whiteoak, Michael M  1944 M40   80.800 km 
33. Wilson, Ron M  1936 M45   80.468 km 
34. Sleeman, Lionel M  1940 M40   65.600 km 
35. Toet, Robert M  1953 M23   63.200 km 
36. Wilson, Alfred M  1945 M35   44.400 km 
37. Sabo, Josip M  1942 M40   40.000 km 




